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ÇòIn February 2007, the West Virginia Legislature mandated that a 

comprehensive environmental study of the injection of coal preparation 

plant slurry into underground mines be conducted through the adoption 

of Senate Concurrent Resolution 15 (SCR - 15).  SCR- 15 required that the 

[Phase I] study of the hydrologic impacts of slurry injection be completed 

within one year by the West Virginia Department of Environmental 

Protection (WVDEP), followed by a study [Phase 2] of the health effects of 

slurry injection by the West Virginia Department of Health and Human 

Resources, Bureau of Public Health (WVDHHR).ó 

From WVDEP Phase I Report
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ÇAgreement between West Virginia University 
(WVU) and the West Virginia Bureau for Public 
Health (BPH) will:

ÁEvaluate existing environmental and human health 
data concerning coal slurry injection 

ÁProduce a document in a specific format

ÁObtain information from multiple sources 
(government officials , nonprofits and public 
agencies, the public, industries, and literature).  
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ÇAnswer these questions:
ÁWhat are the known health hazards of the 

components of coal slurry on human health?

ÁWhat data already exist about human community 
health hazards from exposures to coal slurries?

ÇIdentify gaps in our knowledge

ÇWhat else?
ÁWhat is known about effects of coal slurry injection 

on surface water and aquatic ecosystems?

ÁHow do the known or suspected hazards of 
injection compare to other means of dealing with 
slurry from coal operations?
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Data Analysis
Paul Ziemkiewicz, PhD

WVU Water Research Institute
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ÇUsed SCR- 15

ÇWJU 2004- 2005 data

ÇMultiple literature searches
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*Phase I report data



ÇUnderground mine 
pool

ÇSurface stream

ÇResulting 
contaminant 
concentrations
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